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[Read by Clive Chafer]Peter Ackroyd, one of Britain's most acclaimed writers, brings the age of
the Tudors to vivid life in this monumental book in his ''History of England'' series, charting the
course of English history from Henry VIII's cataclysmic break with Rome to the epic rule of
Elizabeth I.Rich in detail and atmosphere, Tudors is the story of Henry VIII's relentless pursuit of
both the perfect wife and the perfect heir, of how the brief royal reign of the teenage king,
Edward VI, gave way to the violent reimposition of Catholicism and the stench of bonfires under
''Bloody Mary.'' It tells, too, of the long reign of Elizabeth I, which, though marked by civil strife,
plots against her, and even an invasion force, finally brought stability.Above all, it is the story of
the English Reformation and the making of the Anglican Church. At the beginning of the
sixteenth century, England was still largely feudal and looked to Rome for direction; at its end, it
was a country where good governance was the duty of the state, not the church, and where men
and women began to look to themselves for answers rather than to those who ruled them.

''Of particular interest to those seeking an in-depth look at the religious changes of the Tudor
period and the complex and often violent ways in which religious upheaval intertwined with
politics.'' --Library Journal''The Tudor era was pivotal in English history and remains of perennial
interest to the general reader. Ackroyd takes on this much-written-about family history in his new,
highly engaging book...[with] rich prose and careful explanations.'' --Booklist (starred
review)''Ackroyd presents the Tudors in a way frequently overlooked by other popular histories
and novels, depicting them as a force that continues to affect both English and international
societies today, rather than as an early-modern soap opera.'' --Shelf AwarenessAckroyd's books
are a celebration of Englishness. One senses that he has an immense pride in the way aspects
of modern life have evolved...This is a fascinating read, an accessible history where the
immense research is wittily presented and where the ideas are profound and moving.'' --
Newtown Review of Books (Sydney)''As so often in Ackroyd's books there are irresistible small
details of everyday life in historic London.'' --Daily Express (London)''Ackroyd's thoroughly
researched narrative of the notorious Tudors is colorful, engaging, and highly accessible to
general readers.'' --Choice (Australia)''Ackroyd clearly relishes the wicked glamor of the family
which presided over the Reformation, saw off the Spanish Armada, founded the British Empire,
and left the country they ruled a great European power...Fluent and colorful.'' --Sunday Express
(London)About the AuthorPeter Ackroyd is an award-winning novelist, as well as a broadcaster,
biographer, poet, and historian. He is the author of the acclaimed Thames: Sacred River,
London: The Biography, and the first and second volumes of his history of England series,
Foundation and Tudors. He holds a CBE award for services to literature. He lives in London.
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Clem, “Excellent history. The second in a six-volume series, and the third one I’ve read overall.
So far, this one has been the best of the lot. To contrast this one versus volume 1, two
distinctions are quite obvious. First, this volume focuses on roughly 100 years of the history of
England. The first one, about 1,500. Truth be told, the first volume only intensely focused on
about 400 years, but that’s a lot of history to pack into one book. Since this volume only focused
on the Tudor dynasty (roughly the 16th century), the book could breathe a lot more and the
reader doesn’t have a parade of too many names, titles, and events that fly past them at an
overwhelming pace.The second distinction is that this book basically focuses only on history.
People, places, battles, and religion. The first volume took a lot of detours that educated the
reader on all aspects of English life – the clothes, the community, the diet, the layout of the cities,
etc. Not that any of that is necessarily bad, but as a history fan, I tended to view those diversions
as a bit of a distraction. Those aspects are kept to a bare minimum in volume #2.For those who
may not know, the “Tudors” essentially consisted of the infamous King Henry VIII and his two
daughters. His daughters were a disappointment to him because, well, they were daughters. A
16th century king wants male heirs. The fact that it took Henry VIII so long to squire one was
arguably what let to his reign being one of the most barbaric of all time. Yes, there was a son
(Edward VI), but he was very sickly and died quite young, so his reign almost serves as a
footnote within the history of England.The first 40% of this book or so details the travails of the
Henry VIII reign. We read about his six wives, how he ostracized one, killed two, and basically
annulled his marriage to one of them because she “wasn’t as hot as she looked in her painting.”
I won’t detail the history here, it’s been documented elsewhere in many places, but the author
does an excellent job hitting the highlights. Or lowlights.We must not forget that religion was a
major player in this tumultuous time in history. When Henry wanted to annul wife #1 for not
producing a male heir (and probably because it was “lust at first site” for eventual wife #2), the
Pope told him “No.” So Henry basically left the Pope and Roman Catholicism and started his
own religion. Since this was right around the time a disgruntled monk in Germany took
advantage of something new called the “printing press”, there was already many cries of reform
in the air. So all of these events compounded and conspired to radically change how
Christianity was practiced, and no one was ever happy unless it was practiced the way THEY
wanted it practiced.Well after Henry dies, and son Edward VI closely follows, this left one
daughter from Henry’s “Catholic” wife, and one from his “Protestant” wife. Since Catholic Mary
was “first”, she ruled first, but those who were on the other side screamed she wasn’t, in fact,
legitimate because of the circumstances of her mom’s marriage to Henry. But I really don’t want
to go into all that here.Let’s just say that a lot…I mean a LOT….of this book is about the Catholic-
Protestant schism. This was a time when if you were on the wrong “side” and spoke your
opinion, it generally warranted a change of quarters to the Tower of London at best, or a trip to
the gallows at worst. You literally lose track of all of the main players who end up with their head



chopped off during this time period.Most of this book seemed to focus on Elizabeth I (daughter
#2), which was a bit odd since that timeframe was the least interesting. That’s not to say things
didn’t happen, but let’s just say that a miniseries on Elizabeth I probably wouldn’t get as high
ratings as one about Henry VIII. So the last 100-pages or so of this book felt a bit of a letdown
and somewhat anticlimactic. Still, though, I thoroughly enjoyed the book and appreciated the
fact that we could read more facts about less people. It was so much easier to keep the main
players in focus since we “only” had about 100 years of focus.As mentioned, there are masses
of books out there about the Tudor dynasty, and many are probably better than this one
depending on what the reader may want. If you’re looking for a nice, detailed, yet somewhat
compact history, though, you really would be challenged to find something better than what
Peter Ackroyd provides us here.”

HOWARD, “Excellent Detail. With the invention of the printing press more accurate information is
available for this second book in the series. It’s interesting to know how the monarchy changed
religious life in England as well as the interplay of political life in the sixteenth & seventeenth
century.”

Paul, “Another Great History From Peter Ackroyd. This is a very good history of the Tudors. I
bought his 
  
Rebellion: The History of England from James I to the Glorious Revolution

  
  
before this book, so I have things out of order as it were, but it doesn't matter; whatever he
writes can stand on its own. I was impressed with Rebellion and decided to buy this book, and I
feel like it is even better, so now I have 
  
Foundation: The History of England from Its Earliest Beginnings to the Tudors



  
  
on the shelf waiting next.He writes so well. You never feel like you are bogging down into
irrelevant details but what details that are provided help you understand the period, but this book
takes you way beyond an English king that was known to chop a head off, even if that head was
his wife's, and explains the significance in a broader picture of why his period is so important in
the history of our civilization.Henry VIII was consumed with having a male heir. When he
married his deceased brother's wife, Katherine of Aragon just before his eighteenth birthday, the
plan was that she would provide him a son. She failed. She gave birth to a daughter, Mary,
Henry began to have thoughts of ditching her as he already had his eyes on Anne Boleyn, and
so began his quest to obtain from the pope an annulment of the marriage. To keep it short, he
was able to marry Anne and she gave him a daughter, Elizabeth, but not a son. So he had her
head chopped off because of reports of adultery and went on to marry again. Jayne Seymour
did give him a son, Edward VI. She died just a few days after childbirth.All of this is somewhat
tabloid stuff. The real interest of the book is the almost one hundred years of reformation that
England went through, from being a Catholic nation to becoming a nation under the Anglican
(Protestant) church, whose head was the king or queen. It was not an easy or pleasant
transformation. That nation had changed its faith four times in twenty years, and a time had
come for an end to innovation. But during those years there were changes in the throne as well.
When Henry VIII died, Edward became king, but being of poor health he died at the age of
sixteen. During his reign, the nation remained Protestant. An attempt was made to sidestep
Mary and install Lady Jane Grey as queen. Her reign lasted a little over a week and Mary took
over. Mary was a devout Catholic, and while she ruled there were about 300 "heretics" burned
alive, earning her the moniker of Bloody Mary. While she did marry, she produced no children,
and upon her death Elizabeth began her long reign.There are so many characters involved in
this book, whether bishops, archbishops, noblemen or secretaries. Ackroyd does a good job of
presenting each of them, and while many expired without their head, he does introduce us to
William Cecil and his son Robert. William was with Elizabeth throughout her reign and was, in
fact, her primary minister. He helped to guide her although no man could control her. She was
very strong willed, wanted peace in her kingdom, was wisely wary of political ties to other
nations, and held England together when a great majority of Europe was Catholic, and many
wished to see her head in a basket.The matter of Mary Queen of Scots is discussed adequately
in the book. The author is not judgmental of Mary but does rightly point out that she made some
very foolish decisions during her lifetime. Running away with the primary suspect of her
husband's murder was not a brilliant move and she lived in custody in England for about
eighteen years until Cecil and Walsingham got enough on her to chop off her head.In the latter



part of Elizabeth's rule, the nation was saved by the English navy and bad luck weather for the
Spanish navy. She ruled until 1603 and the son of Mary Queen of Scots, James I of England,
took the throne. You will learn more about him in Rebellion.I thoroughly enjoyed the book and
Peter Ackroyd is one of my favorite authors.  I strongly recommend his works.”

jonxboy, “An excellent and rewarding read. Typically of Ackroyd, this book is beautifully written,
he uses his novelist's skill to tell us a very complicated story. As he sums it up, the theme of this
book is reformation, both of the church and of government. Oddly he essentially dispenses with
Henry VII and dives straight into Henry VIII. Over the last few years I have picked up a lot of
background information on this period both from the "Shardlake" series and from Hilary Mantel's
wonderful duo of books, so it was only when we got to Edward VI that I began to learn new
things, and from that point on in this book, I was captivated. I had not realised how critical his
reign was to the emergence of the particularly English form of Protestantism that gradually
transmutes of the following two reigns into Anglicanism. I had also never known that the
beginning of social and economic policy lay in Elizabeth's reign. I was also intrigued by Ackroyd
painting the iconic Elizabeth as forever torn by doubt as to the right course of action, whether it
be in terms of marriage, the succession, or politics.Overall an excellent and rewarding read!”

Didier, “Politics and religion. It was a pleasure reading 
  
Foundation: The History of England Volume 1 (History of England Vol 1)

  
  
so I eagerly began this second volume of Ackroyd's history of England immediately
afterwards. Without a doubt, the Tudor family in itself (by the way, why is Henry VII discussed in
volume I and not here? Doesn't seem logical to me) provide plenty of colourful subject matter,
but nonetheless their story is expertly told here. It may be (it is!) a 'history' but it reads as fluently
as a 'story' thanks to Ackroyd's easy style. What helps too is that Ackroyd is not out to prove a
point, but doesn't hesitate to say that some things (such as the precise circumstances of the
death of Darnley) we simply don't know and probably never will.There's less information on the
'commoners' than in volume I which I personally found slightly disappointing, but still this book
gives a splendid overview from the beginning of the reign of Henry VIII until the end of the reign



of Elizabeth I, and eminently chronicles how England evolved from a Catholic country into a
Protestant kingdom.All in all, another very satisfying read so I for one am eagerly awaiting
volume III.”

perseka, “DIFFERENT FROM THE USUAL. 'If the sovereign does not feel secure than no one is
secure". So writes Peter Ackroyd and this remark sums up the entire Tudor dynasty. Each
sovereign was in fear of anarchy, either through religion, in-fighting, or foreign wars, and it was
not surprising as the Wars of the Roses were not too far away. In our 21st century the concept of
The Divine Right of Kings seems somewhat strange - but during this time a strong monarchy
meant a strong country. The Elizabethan Age bought some stability through trade, in spite of the
fact that Elizabeth was well-known for inaction.Peter Ackroyd doesn't spend too much time on
the general well being of the people through the theatre (except for bear baiting - which is still
carried out in some countries). However, his book on Shakespeare covers this aspect of the
Elizabethan Age, and is well worth a read.”

busy teacher, “A great read. A brilliant read, well worth the purchase price. I have read 3 of the
series and have enjoyed each. The book is a easy read and provides a superb insight into the
development of the British empire. Highly recommended.”

Timothy Jones, “Peter Ackroyd's style is engaging, informative, and candid .... Peter Ackroyd's
style is engaging, informative, and candid. Rather than telling you what he might favour as the
"official" interpretation of events with scant evidence, he gives us the uncertainty. We know that a
letter was sent, and we know it had a profound effect, but we do not know its contents. You and I
might speculate, but Ackroyd does not. I value this.The Tudor dynasty started at Bosworth Field
in 1485 with Henry VII's victory to end the protracted Wars of the Roses. It ended 118 years later
with the death of the childless Queen Elizabeth. In that time the turmoil of religious allegiance,
the clamour for power within the court, and the giant sized egos created a continual turbulence,
with always the sovereign at its epicentre.Do not be daunted by the sheer number of pages, it is
a captivating book that is hard to put down once started.”

The book by Peter Ackroyd has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 754 people have provided feedback.
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